


CITY OF GUTHRIE
 COUNCIL MEETING
October 14, 2025, 7:00pm
				          
			
                                          Present				            Absent
    
Council Members          Zollie Rose                         		                  
                                       Harry Green                                              	                         
                                           Norma Williams 
                                       Russ Longhurst                                                                       
		             Andrea Milkowski
		             Chad Johnson 
			
		
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 hours.  There was a quorum present.  


Public Comments:  None

Reading Minutes:   The minutes were read by the City Council Members for the meeting on August 12, 2025.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Russ Longhurst and seconded by Zollie Rose.  This motion carried unanimously. The minutes were read by the City Council Members for the meeting on September 9, 2025.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Russ Longhurst and seconded by Zollie Rose.  This motion carried unanimously.

Audit Report- Drew Ulmer with Baldwin CPAs presented the FY 2023 audit for the city. He said there are clean audits and unclean audits, and the city of Guthrie has a clean audit opinion.  He stated the firm was still on track to have FY 2024 complete by the end of this calendar year.  He opened the discussion up to questions and Russ Longhurst asked if the city was in good shape financially.  The auditor mentioned that the city did have enough money to cover their liabilities with funds to spare. Harry Green made mention that the auditor has not yet looked at fiscal years 2024 and 2025 that he was only speaking about fiscal year 2023 which was 2 years ago.  Andrea Milkowski asked about two findings, the first being the lack of segregation of duties in city hall.  Attorney Traughber mentioned that all his cities get this finding due to the lack of employees small cities can afford to hire.  Alison Blumel assured that money is not collected, deposited and reconciled by the same person that two sometimes three hands have touched it and reviewed it.  All checks have two signatures, all invoices have two initials, payroll is verified by a second person and that segregation happens the best they can make it work.  Harry Green said the city is too small to have separate departments for accounts receivable and accounts payable so this finding will more than likely always occur.  Andrea asked the auditor if a CPA firm could be hired to look over the financials each month and he says that was in the realm of what they do, but it would have to be a different firm independent of theirs. The second was regarding $98,000 collected by the city for Novelis payroll tax that was never paid to the county as per the interlocal agreement.  It was for the second quarter of 2023.  Alison Blumel stated that it was a recording mistake on their part.  There is a special line item for Novelis’ Payroll Tax that is separate from every other payroll tax.  This is used to assure that money taken in from them is then written out to the county to cover the debt service.  For this quarter, the payroll tax collected from Novelis was accidently put into the “normal” payroll tax line therefore was missed in the reporting.  It was a mistake that was fixed.  The county has now received the money and the city is fully compliant. Andrea Milkowski questioned how $30,000 a month could be overlooked to which Alison Blumel stated that it wasn’t just her overlooking as the council is provided the same reports that she looks at each month.  A motion to approve the audit was made by Chad Johnson and seconded by Harry Green. This motion carried unanimously. 

Financial Report:   The September 2025 financial reports were read by the City Council members and approved as read.  A motion to approve was made by Zollie Rose and seconded by Russ Longhurst.  This motion carried unanimously.  

Police Report:  Chief Blumel gave the report, and it is attached.

Fire Report:  Chief Clinard gave the report, and it is attached. 

Utility Report: Benn Stahl gave the report, and it is attached.  There was one item presented to the council for a vote. Bids were received for the purchase of a new wheel loader to replace the backhoe and skid-steer.  A motion to accept the low bid from Green River Rental in the amount of $89,510 was made by Chad Johnson and seconded by Andrea Milkowski.  This motion carried unanimously. 

Engineering Report- none


Old Business:       
a) Rich Williams-Camera Discussion- following up on the camera concerns from last month, Rich Williams came and did a presentation on the camera system.  Mr. Williams stated that he did not speak with a council member regarding the new camera system at city hall.  Mr. Williams stated the only time he has spoken with Councilman Johnson about the city’s cameras was when the city was on the old system years ago.  He said that it was also untrue that audio could be heard during a playback if it was turned off during the live feed.  Mr. Williams verified that the audio was off in the board room at city hall while in playback mode. He initially thought it was off during the live feed but when he double checked it was just off in playback mode. He immediately turned it off when he realized the mistake. Mr. Williams did a presentation for Attorney Traughber, Andrea Milkowski, Harry Green, and Alison Blumel showing the extensive steps it requires to turn audio on and off for even him, verifying that while a city employee could potentially switch it from off to on, it would be extremely difficult to do so.  A motion was made to only have audio outside city hall and no audio on the inside by Harry Green and seconded by Russ Longhurst.  This motion carried unanimously. 

New Business:

a) 1st Reading Ordinance 2025-4 An Ordinance Amending the Text of Ordinance Number 38.20 et seq. Concerning the City of Guthrie Code Enforcement Board- first reading was held

b) Fire Chief Cruiser- Chief Clinard found a vehicle at Patriot Chevrolet for $29,000.  The city is looking to get a 5-year loan with the option to pay in full next fiscal year.  Mayor Covington and Alison Blumel will sign the loan. A motion to approve the loan at Elkton Bank and Trust for $36,000 was made by Harry Green and seconded by Norma Williams.  This motion carried unanimously.  The $36,000 consists of $29,000 to purchase the vehicle, $6,000 to put lights on it and $1,000 to stripe it.  Any remaining will go back to the loan as a payment.  Chad Johnson mentioned that we put $30,000 in the budget to purchase the vehicle outright, but Alison Blumel said that was last year and not this year.  She will bring budget documents to the next meeting as a reminder of what was budgeted. 
c) Zollie Rose Mayor Term Limits- attached are notes that Councilman Rose prepared in favor of establishing term limits on the mayor.  Mr. Rose suggested a 3-term limit with a 1-term rest for the mayor position.  He stated that term limits ensure turnover preventing stagnation and could lead to new ideas/strategies on economic development.  Harry Green and Russ Longhurst agreed that this is a great idea, but expressed concerns that the city would have trouble finding people to run for office being so small.  They want to continue the discussion as the city grows but was not ready to vote just yet. 
d) Special Called Meeting for November-Alison Blumel is unable to attend the November meeting, so a special called meeting needs to occur in November.  The council decided to move the meeting to Wednesday, November 12, 2025, at 7:00 pm
e) KIA Reserve Account Opening-to be compliant with our KIA loan agreement, the city needs to open a reserve account at Elkton Bank with the same signers as the other accounts.  This will be funded via a transfer between water and sewer.  A motion to approve was made by Harry Green and seconded by Russ Longhurst.  This motion carried unanimously. 
f) Andrea Milkowski- she is curious as to how the construction of the concession stand/bathroom is progressing.  Mayor Covington informed that we had been waiting on concrete, but it was just poured, looked great and now after Shane Quarles does the fill ins, we are ready for the electrician. She asked if it would be done by winter to which Mayor Covington replied that it will be dried in for sure but not complete.  Chad Johnson asked how the city received a building permit without getting approval to tap on to the sewer system. 

Mayor’s FYI-  Jimmy will be set up at city hall for trick or treating. 

Adjourn: A motion to adjourn at 20:54 hours was made by Harry Green and seconded by 
Russ Longhurst This motion carried unanimously.
  
1 hours 54 minutes 






Minutes by Alison Blumel, City Clerk                       Jimmy Covington, Mayor        
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