
CITY OF GUTHRIE
 COUNCIL MEETING
September 9, 2025, 7:00pm
				          
			
                                          Present				            Absent
    
Council Members          Zollie Rose                         		                  
                                       Harry Green                                              	                         
                                           Norma Williams 
                                       Russ Longhurst                                                                       
		             Andrea Milkowski
		             Chad Johnson 
			
		
Public Hearing:  The public hearing for Ad Valorem tax rates was opened at 19:01 and was closed at 19:02 with no comments.

The meeting was called to order at 19:01 hours.  There was a quorum present.  


Public Comments:  Clay Powers updated the council on his progress towards the property he owns and plans to develop.  He mentioned that he is working with CDS to determine whether to do individual lots or a planned unit development.  Mr. Powers also mentioned that he needs approval from Tennessee Department of Transportation for road access, but they will not grant the approval without development approval from the city.  Lastly, he is requesting the timeline of the agreement regarding sewer connections between him, and the city, be modified to last until 5 years after the final completion of the main treatment plant expansion. That will allow him to have a clear point in time to start and stop the clock and the treatment plant is the controlling factor.  

Reading Minutes:   The minutes were read by the City Council Members for the meeting on August 12, 2025.  Andrea Milkowski mentioned several discussion items were missing from the minutes regarding her issues with code enforcement and the public comments regarding rezoning. Attorney Traughber mentioned only action items were required to be reflected in the minutes, but it was up to them to approve or not.  Alison Blumel informed that she was absent, and the minutes were written by Connie Wofford.  The council asked to relay the changes to her.  A motion to table the approval until edits are complete was made by Zollie Rose and seconded by Chad Johnson.  This motion carried unanimously.    

Financial Report:   The August 2025 financial reports were read by the City Council members and approved as read.  A motion to approve was made by Russ Longhurst and seconded by Harry Green.  This motion carried unanimously.  

Police Report:  Chief Blumel gave the report, and it is attached

Fire Report:  None.  

Utility Report: Benn gave the report, and it is attached.

Engineering Report- Mike McGhee gave the report and it is attached. There were two items presented to the council for a vote.  One is the July and August engineering invoice for the work on the wastewater treatment plant expansion in the amounts of $60,000 and $42,000 respectively.  This will be drawn out of the $2.8 million already received for the project.  A motion to approve was made by Russ Longhurst and seconded by Harry Green.  This motion carried unanimously.  The second is to approve the low bid from Straeffer Pump for the pump replacement project at the wastewater treatment plant.  The bid came in at $167,250 but there could be edits to this bid.  Russ Longhurst made a motion to approve the work up to $180,000 and this was seconded by Harry Green.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Old Business:  

a) 2nd Reading Ordinance 2025-7 An Ordinance Fixing the Advalorem Tax Rate Upon The Assessed Valuations of Real Estate And Personal Property Within The City Limits of Guthrie, Kentucky, For The Year 2025- this ordinance passed with a roll call of all yeas. 

New Business:

a) Bid Selection-Russell Street Road Paving- a motion to accept the lone bid from Scotty’s Contracting and Stone in the amount of $40,439 was made by Harry Green and seconded by Russ Longhurst.  This motion carried unanimously. 
b) Zollie Rose-Road Committee-Zollie made a motion to create a road committee between the council members to get ideas and game plans for future road paving.  This motion was seconded by Chad Johnson and carried unanimously.  Discussions generated from Andrea Milkowski asking how roads are selected for paving.  Paving of a road is an executive decision so this committee will recommend the roads to the mayor for final decision making.  
c) Zollie Rose-Cameras- Zollie Rose asked to go into executive session to discuss an issue but after looking up applicable exceptions to open meetings, he decided to hold the discussion in public.  He was concerned that the camera’s in the meeting room had sound and that was concerning for closed session meetings.   Alison Blumel and Mayor Covington assured they had no audio.  Chad Johnson mentioned that he spoke with Rich Williams, and they are the same camera’s he has at his shop and they will in fact have audio during playback even if it is turned off during live feed.  Andrea Milkowski asked who had access to the camera’s stating there is at least one former employee that she knows with access to the camera system.   Andrea Milkowski also mentioned wanted to live stream the meetings so that the public who couldn’t make the meetings could tune in each month.  The mayor will be following up with Rich Williams to get answers to these concerns.    

Mayor’s FYI-  none

Adjourn: A motion to adjourn at 20:31 hours was made by Russ Longhurst and seconded by 
Harry Green This motion carried unanimously.
  
1 hours 30 minutes 




Minutes by Alison Blumel, City Clerk                       Jimmy Covington, Mayor        
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